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Upcoming Club Events 

By Sara Holmes 

 

Tuna Seminar – August 5th 

Albacore / Tuna Tournament – August 7
th

 / 8
th

  

Junior / Ladies Tournament – August 21
st
 / 22

nd
   

Cherry / El Niño Tournament – August 28
th

 / 29
th

  

 

Attention Members!!  Our events are a big part 

of why our club is one of the best on the coast!  Don’t 

miss out on this packed Summer / Fall schedule. 

IGFA World Record holder Dave Devoy has 

been preparing his light tackle Albacore/Tuna seminar, 

which happens THIS THURSDAY!  If you’re at all 

interested in testing your light tackle prowess, you won’t 

want to miss his trade secrets.  Dave’s consistent success 

in club events is evidence of his true knowledge of the 

sport, as well as his persistence and determination.  John 

Holmes will also be there to chime in with his 

techniques which have led to his own success fishing 

with light line.  Special guest Bob Hoose will make an 

appearance, hopefully bringing some up-to-the-minute 

info on where to fish.  If for nothing else, come for the 

beer, pizza, and good friends! 

We also have a line-up of club tournaments like 

no other club on the coast!  The Albacore / Tuna 

Tournament will put your sportsmanship to the test, with 

its emphasis on light tackle. 

The Junior / Ladies tournament is a great chance 

to get the family out on the water!  It boasts points for 

several species, and can only be won by ladies and 

junior anglers. 

If you’ve never caught a marlin, the Cherry / El 

Niño tournament is a must!  It’s a marlin tournament, 

with extra points for an angler’s first-ever marlin!  With 

such an advantage for newer anglers, you’ll want to fish 

hard for your first fish on this weekend. 

Don’t forget – each tournament place can count 

toward your boat’s Overall Top Boat Award points, and 

toward each angler’s Outstanding Angler points, so stay 

on your game and keep an eye out for those tournament 

flyers for more details! 

 

Pacific Coast Sportfishing Festival Recap 

By Sean Lawlor 

 

DAC participated the first annual Pacific Coast 

Sportfishing Magazine Festival with a tradeshow booth 

to promote the club, and generate interest in organized 

fishing. We were the only club represented. While 

attendance was slow at first, it grew as the much 

anticipated seminars began. DAC showed off our 

perpetual trophies, highlighted our 11 annual 

tournaments, our first flags, our family values, and our 

enthusiasm for competitive fishing. We also signed up 

six new members! Each new member was given a 

Happy Endings jig donated by Mike Hulsey and Matt 

White…Thanks again guys! 
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DAC’s colorful booth at the 1

st
 annual PCS Festival 

 

Master Angler Billfish Tournament – TEAM DAC 

By Sean Lawlor 

 

In 2009 DAC fielded 3 Teams 

with 9 Boats in the (BAC MABT) 

Balboa Angling Club's "Master Angler 

Billfish Tournament".  We caught 14 

Marlin and made a very good 

showing.  We want to do even better 

this year.  This is an opportunity to really show what we 

can do as a club! 

There is an 

early bird entry from 

June 15th - August 

15th. The cost is 

$150.00 per angler 

rather than $175.00. 

While we still have 

time, let’s get our 

program started and 

show them we have a formidable Team. Captains should 

assemble teams and payments. 

We have a great mix of anglers - both seasoned 

and new to competitive angling.  I encourage each of 

you to get to know each 

other at our local events 

and on the water to form 

some quality Teams. We 

will give a brief update at 

the upcoming Albacore / 

Tuna Seminar this week 

August 5th. 

New Member Profiles 

By Sara Holmes 

 

Bobby Weiss – Member since March 2010 

Boat: Currently between boats 

Favorite Species: Anything pelagic 

Proudest Catch: 12 foot thresher shark.  It took forever 

because it fought so hard on light tackle.  My forearms 

were on fire! 

Species you’d like to learn to fish better:  Marlin 

Who introduced you to fishing and when: my dad at 4 

years old 

Why you joined DAC:  Meet great, fun people with 

similar hobbies / passions. 

 

Matthew Berry – Member since June 2010 

Boat: 17.5’ Trophy center console called “733” 

Favorite Species: Yellowtail and White Seabass 

Proudest Catch: I caught a 54 lb WSB on 15 lb line. 

 Had to chase it in the boat for about 20 minutes... 

Why you joined DAC:  I like to network with like-

minded people.  Nothing better than a day on the water. 

 I would like to learn about different spots along the 

coast.  Possibly shadow larger boats to the islands. 

 

Robert Smit  – Member 

since May 2010 

Boat: 42’ Bertram 

named “Dawghaus” 

Favorite Species: Tuna 

Proudest Catch:  Giant 

Yellowfin caught at the 

Kidney Banks 

Species you’d like to 

learn to fish better: 
Swordfish 

Who introduced you to 

fishing and when: my 

dad and uncle at 4 years 

old 

Why you joined DAC:  Get together with others who 

share the passion of being on the water.   

 

 

 

Erik & Michelle Swarbrick 
– Members since June 2010.  

Website alias: “Tinkerman” 

Boat: 21’ Polar 2100WA 

named “Scottys Mistress” 

Favorite Species: Yellowtail 
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Proudest Catch:  
38lb, 48” WSB 

caught on 30#.  Was 

fishing for halibut in 

60’ of water about ¾ 

mi south of Dana 

Point Harbor.  The 

fish swam strong and steady taking a lot of line.  Didn’t 

know what it was until I got it to the boat.  Gaffed it and 

pulled it over the rail in full view of one of the Dana 

Landing sport boats.  My one and only WSB! 

Species you’d like to learn to fish 

better: Marlin 

Who introduced you to fishing 

and when: Spent a lot of time 

fishing as a kid, about 8 years old, 

on the Redondo Beach pier.  First 

gear was a hand line. 

Why you joined DAC:  So my wife and I could meet 

and socialize with fellow fishermen and boaters. We 

hope to learn more about fishing and improve our catch 

rate. We are both fairly new to salt water fishing.   

 

 

Jeff Laabs – Members since June 2010 

Boat: 25’ Steiger Craft Block Island Pilot House 

Favorite Species: Albacore / Tuna 

Proudest Catch: The 60 tuna I caught last year on my 

own boat along with a 44 Lb WSB, tons of yellowtail, 

dorado and a couple of BFTs. 

Species you’d like to learn to fish better: Marlin and 

swordfish 

Who introduced you to fishing and when: My dad was 

a fishing fool also.  We had a boat in Redondo and we 

used to catch bonita inside the marina where Quality 

Seafood is now located. 

Why you joined DAC:  I joined because I want to be a 

better fisherman. 

 

Recent Catches 

Gleaned from the Fish Reports page.  I DARE you not to 

get excited… 
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Food for Thought 

 

Optimism. Cast Hope Upon the Waters… 

 

Henry Ford once observed, "Whether you think 

you can or think you can't, you're right." This warning 

applies to all, but anglers are advised to pay special 

attention. Fishing is a sport built upon hope. Each cast is 

made into uncertain waters, and the final outcome 

remains in doubt until the quarry is safely in the boat. 

Some days the fish aren't biting, and no angler on earth 

can make them rise to the bait. During such times, an 

optimistic spirit is more valuable than a box full of 

expensive tackle. The pessimist, focusing on his 

adversity and failures, soon loses hope and retires to the 

shore. He cures his bad luck, packs up his tackle box, 

and returns home empty handed. But the optimistic 

angler, believing in the inevitability of his success, keeps 

casting. Eventually the tides turn, and the fish begin to 

bite. In fishing, as in life, the size of the catch depends 

upon the size of one's hopes. On ponds, streams, rivers, 

lakes and oceans, the self-fulfilling prophesy is alive and 

well. And so are the fish. 

 

- Criswell Freeman, "Fisherman's Guide To Life" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tip of the Issue: Toothpicks and Marlin Fishing 

By Ken Hession – Fish Chair 

 
Putting a toothpick in a jig head  is a little trick that 

can not only save you money on jigs but can also improve 

your catch percentages. It can keep you from losing your 

jigs because of Mako sharks, snags and any other leader 

breaking events. 

  First pull your leader through the jig so the 

trailing hook is pointed up. For example most jigs swim, 

not spin in the water so if   

You have a jig with an offset hole in the head it 

most likely has a  weight in the bottom and the hole would 

be closer to the top . Pull the leader tight so the hook swims 

barb up at  the end of the skirt.  Jam the toothpick in the 

front of the jig head (leader hole) to pinch the leader so 

leader will not spin.  

Now when a fish comes in for the attack, the 

largest part of the bill has the best chance to get hooked and  

as the battle goes on the jig will work its way up the line to 

the swivel because of the pull from the Marlin swimming in 

the other direction. The jig now should be easier to grab at 

leader sitting high out of the water. If the leader breaks 

below the jig you should still have the jig attached to the 

leader.  

Both having the hook in the up position for the 

strike and the jig now protected from below the head this 

should not only save you money but improve your catch 

percentages. 

 


