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MAY- 2014 

 
 

DDAACC  RREEEELL  TTIIMMEESS  
 

 
 

 

 

2014 DAC BOAT SHOW AND DOCK PARTY 
SATURDAY, MAY 17th 

 
Thanks to all the DAC Members and Guest who made it to this year’s Boat Show and Dock Party at the 
Guest Slips in Dana West Marina.   We had a great time this year with good weather, tasty food, cool 
beverage, games, good raffles that made this great event. What a great way to meet the DAC 
Members and kick off the 2014 Fishing Season.  
 
Special “Thanks” to the following DAC Members who brought their boats to the  
 Determined – Dan Gorman   Dog House – AJ Brandon 
 Escape Route – Rick Fuller  Fish Me – Chris Farely 
 Free Spool – Paul LePore   Hattaboy – Geoff Heldoorn 
 Hot Spot – Rich Pomo  Mako My Dayo – Chuck Oltman 
 No Bad Days – Mike Webster 
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DAC 2014 Dock Party and Boat Show……. 
 

 

 
 
This is an annual DAC event for the whole family and guest of DAC to enjoy.  Get your boat ready for 
next year’s Boat Show and Dock Party.   
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Dana Angling Club – Fishing News: 
 

  

22001144  DDAACC  FFIIRRSSTT  FFLLAAGGSS  ((AAss  ooff  66//0011//1144))  
Species:    YELLOWTAIL    28.8 lbs.                      
Angler:    Pat Holmes  
Date:    01/11/2014 
Location:    Coronados – North Island 
Tackle:     50#, Yo-Yo Iron 
 
Species:    WHITE SEABASS    54.19 lbs.                      
Angler:    Dan Gorman  
Date:    02/17/2014 
Location:    San Onofre  
Tackle:     80#, Squid 
    
Species:    Jr. WHITE SEABASS    25.6 lbs.                      
Angler:    Logan Tom  
Date:    05/31/2014 
Location:    Catalina  
Tackle:     12#, Squid 
 
 

 
Congrats to Logan Tom for his 2014 1st 

Jr.  WSB – Caught 05/31/2014  
 

 
 
DAC Note:  The 1st Flags for Junior Yellowtail 
is still open.  With the near-shore and Islands 
producing quality fish, now is the time to get 
your Junior Anglers out on the water and on a 
fish!!!   

        

FFIISSHHIINNGG  SSUUMMMMAARRYY::  

Our waters have warmed up and stayed 
clean, the near-shore fishing is really good 
right now and the offshore waters are 
primed and ready.   
 
Coastal fishing has seen nice grade and 
quality White Seabass, Yellowtail and 
Halibut over the past few weeks and looks 
like it will continue.  Newport Reef / 
Huntington Flats, San-O, Barn and Box 
Canyon have all produced fish on the squid 
nest.  Calico Bass are active along the kelp 
beds, anchovies and sardines are key.   
  
The local islands (Catalina, Clemente and 
Coronado’s) are producing good fishing for 
those making the trip across or down below 
the boarder…….  On for a couple days, then 
off for a couple days. Wind, Weather and 
Crowds play into the action.     
 
Offshore water temperatures look real good 
for this early in the year. It’s only a matter of 
time before we start getting reports of 
paddies holding yellowtails and then the 
pelagics will start to fill in.  Time to start 
getting your gear ready and make sure your 
boat is in good shape.   Everything looks to 
be coming together for a great fishing 
season.     

  

Have any GoPro editing or set up questions? 

Ask Geoff @ Heldoorn Productions 
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With some excellent springtime weather and local fishing along the coast and islands, DAC Members 

had some great fishing during this past month.  I’ll let the picture do the talking.  Good Job guys, let’s 

see some more pictures and videos!!!!!!!! 

 

    

Post a report, share some 

information and take pictures.  

Make Send of your photographs 

so we can include them in the 

DAC Reel Times. 
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DAC HALIBUT TOURNAMENT SUMMARY – May 3rd & 4th 
 

 
Several members spent time out on the water looking to catch a winning Halibut, unfortunately only a 
couple short halibuts were caught by Dave Peter and Rodger Healy.  No qualifying Halibut were caught 
in this year’s tournament.  Thanks to all who participated in this tournament! 

  
     Hmmm…  Maybe he should have measured it????  Rodger’s arms aren’t long enough  
 

DAC WHITE SEABASS TOURNAMENT SUMMARY – May 24th thru June 8th 
 

 
Wow, what a tournament!!!  Thanks to all the DAC Members and Guest who participated in this year’s 
White Sea Bass tournament and made it a success.  
 
Many long days and nights were spent pursuing these elusive fish, with mixed results.  As we had 
hoped, the White Sea Bass started to show up along the coast and at Catalina before the beginning of 
this tournament.  So with reports coming in of fish being caught, it helped narrow the locations to find 
the fish.  But the hardest decision was when and where….  During this tournament, we had fish caught 
at several locations along the coast.  Catalina, San-O and the Barn all produced fish during this past 
three weeks. 
 
Early on in the tournament, Catalina seemed to hold more “school” sized White Sea Bass along the 
backside, and squid readily was available.  The coastal White Sea Bass were larger sized fish, but 
harder find and locate the squid.  The key to finding these fish was find the squid beds and fish them 
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through the late evening and early morning tides.  This didn’t always produce fish and sometimes 
required several attempts to get a fish.  
 
As time went on, the coastal White Sea Bass fishing really got good.  Many record sized fish were 
caught down along the coast.  During this past week, most White Sea Bass caught were in the 40# to 
50# range, Yellowtails and Halibut in the 20# to 40# range were caught. This made it a challenge for 
the lighter lines and resulted on a couple fish being lost.    
 
UNOFFICIAL POINTS UPDATE AS OF SUNDAY EVENING JUNE 8th: 
1st- Dave Herrera 45.7lb on 20#-45.70 pts 
    2nd- Chris Bailey 52.2lb on 30#- 39.150 pts 
        3rd- Pete Dirado 29lb on 20#- 29.00 pts 
1st Place Junior- Logan Tom- 25.375lb on 12#- 38.060 pts 
 
Top Boat- Teaser with 45.7 pts 
 
The following other members deserve compliments on their catches.  
   4th- Jeff Tom 19.19lb on 12#- 28.78 pts 
        5th- Geoff Heldoorn 25.8lb on 20#- 25.80 pts 
 6th- Mike Webster 28.85lb on 50#- 14.43 pts 
 
DAC Members Paul Lepore, AJ Brandon and Chuck Oltman also caught nice fish but did not submit a 
tournament entry due to line class. Congratulations to all the DAC Members who caught a White Sea 
Bass during this tournament, we all understand and appreciate the time and effort required to catch 
these prized fish.      
 

Here are some of the DAC Members and their catches during this tournament: 

: `   
Dave Herrera's winning WSB – 45.7 lbs on 20# Pete DiRado's 29.0 lbs WSB on 20# 
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]                                                               Mike Webster’s  28.85lb on 50#  
 

 
  Geoff Heldoorn “Hooked-Up”      Team Hattaboy's WSB 52.2# and 25.8# 
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Chris Bailey's 52.2# WSB on 30#     Team Blackfin's WSB's and YT 

 
Dos Mas catching a ride home, bad way to end the day!!         Dave Peter's bi-catch, a 27.2# Halibut 
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                        Chuck Oltman's WSB         Logan Tom fighting a WSB on 12#  

  

CCOOMMIINNGG  UUPP  NNEEXXTT::    
  

DAC 3-B Tournament:  June 22nd 

 Target Species for this tournament: Bass, Bonita and Barracuda ONLY.   
 With a 6:30am shotgun start and the harbor entrance and lines out at 1:00pm and Weigh-In 
 by 3:00pm, this is an exciting tournament for the whole family to participate in. Followed by a 
 DAC hosted BBQ and Party. Look for the email announcement and DAC Tournament Flyer to 
 come out soon with full details and rules. 
 
 The rules are simple! Bonito, Bass, and Barracuda only. Each angler may weigh one of each 
 species for a total weight.  HEAVIEST TOTAL SCORE OF CATCH WINS!  
 Bonus Points for Live Release of a Bass and “Slam” if the angler submits one fish from each of 
 the three categories for score (i.e. one Bonita, one Bass, and one Barracuda).  
 

DAC General Meeting:  June 26th 
Come join us for an evening of offshore fishing discussions and learn about DAC’s participation 
in THE GREAT MARLIN RACE during the 2014 Master Angler Billfish Tournament. Look for the 
email announcement to come out soon with full details of the evening meeting agenda and 
schedule.  Special Guest Speakers: 

   Bob Kurz, IGFA Representative - The Great Marlin Race 
   J.D., JD’s Big Game Tackle 
  Together, our teams can make a difference and better understand how these beautiful 
 animals behave and migrate which will ultimately help aid in the conservation efforts of these 
 and other migratory fish. 
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NEW WEBSITE SUMMARY: What’s new, membership access, pictures and current Fish Reports!!!!!    If 

you are having any issues accessing the website, reading or posting reports, contact Mike Webster 

TTHHEE  DDAACC  FFIISSHH  LLOOGG::  HHeerree  iiss  tthhee  ssuummmmaarryy  ooff  tthhee  ffiisshh  ppoosstteedd  oonn  tthhee  DDAACC  WWeebbssiittee..  

  

PPlleeaassee  mmaakkee  ssuurree  ttoo  ttuurrnn  iinn  aa  DDAACC  WWeeiigghh  SSlliipp  ((oonnlliinnee)),,  tthheessee  wwiillll  bbee  uusseedd  ttoo  aauuttoo--ppooppuullaattee  tthhee  DDAACC  

FFiisshh  LLoogg..    IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  iissssuueess  wwiitthh  tthhee  oonnlliinnee  wweeiigghh  sslliippss,,  ccoonnttaacctt  GGeeooffff  HHeerrsscchh  ––  DDAACC  FFiisshh  CChhaaiirr  
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UUppccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  //  CCaalleennddaarr::  
DDAACC  33--BB  TToouurrnnaammeenntt    ––  JJuunn  2222nndd    

DDAACC  GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg    ––  JJuunnee  2266tthh  

  

  

  

    

2014 DAC Calendar of Events 
 

2013 Awards Banquet       March 1, 2014 
General Membership Meeting                                                March 20th 

 Nearshore Species: Guest Speaker(s):  
Artificials Tournament                       March 22 & 23 
All Species Tournament                     April 12 – 27 
       Pre-Tournament Social:  April 10th                                                                                                                                                 
 
Halibut Tournament                          May 3-4 
       Pre-Tournament Social:  May 1st  
DAC Boat Show                                                                   May 17                                                                                                                                                         
 
White Sea Bass Tournament         May 24 – June 8                                                                                                                                                    
             Pre-Tournament Social:  May 22nd                                                                                                                                          
3-B Tournament and Picnic                 June 22 
 
General Membership Meeting       June 26  

 Offshore Species / Guest Speaker(s):  
 
Yellowtail Tournament       July 12 & 13 
       Pre-Tournament Social:  July 10th   
Shark Tournament       July 26 & 27 
       Pre-Tournament Social:  July 24th  
Albacore / Tuna Tournament      August 2 & 3 
       Pre-Tournament Social: July 31st  
General Membership Meeting       Aug 7 

 Marlin / Guest Speaker(s):   
Ladies Tournament / Junior Tournament    August 16 & 17 
       Pre-Tournament Social:  August 14th  
Cherry / El Niño Tournament      August 23 & 24 
       Pre-Tournament Social:  August 21st  
 
Dick Tonks Memorial Tournament     September 6 & 7 
       Pre-Tournament Social:  September 4th 
 
Masters Tournament        September 12 & 13  
 
Pesky’s Tournament (estimated)      September 19 & 20 
 
DAC Marlin Tournament      September 27 & 28 
       Pre-Tournament Social:  September 25th  
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DAC Angling Rules, Tournament Tackle, Line Samples & 
Testing Requirements 

 
If you have any questions or need clarifications on DAC Angling Rules or Tournament Regulations 
please refer to your DAC Yearbook for details.  If you need any help to make sure you are fishing 
within the DAC Tournament Fishing Rules, Tackle Set-Up / Recommendations, Line Classes, Rigging, 
Fish Handling and Weighing, please or contact Geoff Hersch – 2014 DAC Fish Chair or Chris Bailey – 
2014 DAC President.   
 
Reminder ALL fish entered into competition for button awards, trophies, tournaments and club 
records must be weighed using a Certified Scale and recorded by submitting a Weigh Slip.  DAC 
maintains a Certified Scale for use by the DAC Membership located at the Dana Point Fuel Dock.  Line 
Samples must be submitted as required, submit clean 15’ sample of the line for testing. 
 
Remember Weigh Slips must be submitted via the website or postmarked by the date specified on the 
DAC Tournament Flyer.  
Reminder ALL fish entered into competition for button awards, trophies, tournaments and club 
records must be weighed using a Certified Scale and recorded by submitting a Weigh Slip.  DAC 
maintains a Certified Scale for use by the DAC Membership located at the Dana Point Fuel Dock.  Line 
Samples must be submitted as required, submit clean 15’ sample of the line for testing. 
 
Remember Weigh Slips must be submitted via the website or postmarked by the date specified on the 

DAC Tournament Flyer.  
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WWhheenn  aatt  tthhee  DDaannaa  PPooiinntt  FFuueell  DDoocckk  aanndd  wweeiigghhiinngg  iinn  yyoouurr  ccaattcchh,,  

mmaakkee  ssuurree  ttoo  uussee  tthhee  DDAACC  WWeeiigghh  SSccaallee  aanndd  WWeeiigghh  SSttaattiioonn  BBooaarrdd  

ttoo  rreeccoorrdd  ccaattcchh..    

  

PPoosstt  aa  rreeppoorrtt  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  yyoouurr  ccaattcchh  aalloonngg  wwiitthh  aa  pphhoottoo  oonn  

tthhee  DDAACC  WWeebbssiittee  ––  FFiisshh  BBooaarrdd  22001144..  

  

BBee  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  aanngglleerr  iinn  22001144  ttoo  wweeiigghh  iinn  ffiisshh  uussiinngg  tthhee  DDAACC  WWeeiigghh  

SSccaallee  aanndd  WWeeiigghh  SSttaattiioonn  BBooaarrdd  ttoo  rreeccoorrdd  ccaattcchh  aanndd  wwiinn  aa  DDAACC  TT--

SShhiirrtt..    WWeebbssiittee  ppoosstteedd  rreeppoorrtt  aanndd  pphhoottoo  rreeqquuiirreedd..      
 

  

  

  

 
Hey Mr. Fish Chair, where's the Weigh-In Board????   
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DAC BUTTON AWARDS 

TTaakkee  tthhee  cchhaalllleennggee,,  mmaakkee  22001144  tthhee  yyeeaarr  ttoo  wwoorrkk  oonn  DDAACC  BBuuttttoonn  

FFiisshh!!  WWiitthh  4477  BBuuttttoonnss  ttoo  bbee  aawwaarrddeedd  ffoorr  ffiisshh  ccaauugghhtt  oonn  ssppeecciiffiieedd  lliinnee  tteesstt  

aanndd  wweeiigghhiinngg  oovveerr  tthhee  ssppeecciiffiieedd  mmiinniimmuumm  wweeiigghhtt  ffoorr  tthhaatt  lliinnee  tteesstt..  TThhee  

uullttiimmaattee  ggooaall  ooff  tthhiiss  lliiffeettiimmee  ccoommppeettiittiioonn  iiss  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  aallll  4477  bbuuttttoonnss..      

RReeffeerr  ttoo  tthhee  DDAACC  YYeeaarrbbooookk  ffoorr  BBuuttttoonn  AAwwaarrdd  rreeqquuiirreemmeennttss  aanndd  

ssppeecciiffiieedd  mmiinniimmuumm  wweeiigghhttss..    IIff  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss,,  GGeeooffff  HHeerrsscchh  ––  

22001144  DDAACC  FFiisshh  CChhaaiirr..    
 

Recent Button Fish caught by DAC Members: 
 Geoff Hersch – 30.9# Yellowtail on 30# Line 
 Logan Tom – 25.4# White Seabass on 12# Line 

     Jeff Tom – 19.2# White Seabass on 12# Line 
     Pete DiRado – 29.0# White Seabass on 20# Line 
     Dave Herrera – 45.7# White Seabass on 20# Line 
     Geoff Hersch – 25.5# White Seabass on 16# Line 

 
 

Dana Angling Club – New Member Profiles: 
 

  

Patrick Sangi  –  Member since 2014 
Boat Make Length & Name: Seaswirl Striper, 2601' "Pole Dancer” 
Favorite Species: Yellowtail 
Proudest Catch: 52 lb Halibut  
Species you’d like to learn to fish better: WSB 
Who introduced you to fishing and when:  My father when I was 4 yrs old 
Why you joined DAC:  To learn more about West Coast fishing. 
 

PPlleeaassee  mmaakkee  ssuurree  ttoo  mmeeeett  tthheessee  nneeww  DDAACC  MMeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  

wweellccoommee  ttoo  tthhee  CClluubb!!        
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Our apologies to the Longfin Tackle, we missed the advertisement placement in our 
2014 DAC Yearbook.  We thank them for their donations and continued support of DAC. 

 

 
When your’re out in Orange, please make sure to stop by the Longfin, tell them you 

a DAC Member and that you saw this ad in the DAC Reel Times. 
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CCrreeaattuurree  FFeeaattuurree::  CCAATTCCHHIINNGG,,  CCUURRIINNGG  AANNDD  SSTTOORRIINNGG  BBAAIITT 
 
This month, we are focusing on Catching, Curing and Storing your bait fish. With the upcoming Offshore 
season rapidly approaching and the outlook being good for pelagic fish, it’s better to have your bait 
receiver loaded with fresh cured bait and ready to go out and fish when it’s time.  And during 
tournament time, it even more necessary to have your bait ready to go. 
 
Sure, you can buy some bait at the bait barges, but they usually end up costing an arm and a leg and you 
never know how long they will last in your livewell. So do yourself and your wallet a favor and start 
catching and penning your own. Get in the habit of going out mid-week prior to your trip offshore, early 
morning or late afternoons are best, make as much bait as your receiver can hold.  
 
Nothings better than arriving at your boat in the early morning hours, loading up with bait from the 
receiver and heading out.  Nothings worse than starting the morning trying to catch enough bait to get 
you through the day or waiting in a line at the bait barge while others are already out looking for fish.   
 
For many experienced anglers, finding and catching live mackerel is a huge part of one’s success. Many 
days this bait-making ritual goes according to plan; mackerel are easy to find, they bite full speed, and 
you’re off to the fishing grounds. Other days you can’t catch a mackerel to save our life. It’s these tough 
bait-making days that separate the talent. Take a close look at some of the finer details and techniques 
of catching live mackerel in Southern, we will see that it is not as easy as it looks. I Hope the following 
information will help you this season! 
 

To be successful at catching bait you’ll need the following items: 

 Bait Rod / Sabiki Rod (20#-30# Line) 

 Sabiki Rig or Single Hook Rig.  

 Chum: Canned Cat Food (Tuna/Whitefish) Canned Mackerel, Oatmeal Mix 

 De-Hooking Tool or Butter Knife 

 Have a good Bait Receiver located at your dock 
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Here are a couple samples of Bait Receivers, either purchased new, made from 55 gal containers 
or PVC pipe and mesh.  They should be easily stored at your dock, have good access and be able to 
hold plenty of mackerel.    

 

�  

�  
One option is to make a bait receiver out of PVC pipe with mesh sides and a solid top to keep the 

birds out. Some guys are using a 55 gallon or larger plastic pila water storage container and drill ½” holes 
throughout the sides and bottom and cut an opening in the top with a lid and lock to access the bait. Tie 
enough floatation so just the top sticking out at water level. These plastic pens last for years and really 
don’t get the amount of growth as a net / mesh does.  Clean the nets with a high-pressure water sprayer 
at the end of the season and put them away out of the sun for storage. While they are in the water I just 
scrape the nets with a bristle brush to remove growth.  Some growth on the nets is good, as this will soft 
the sides of the net and helps prevent tail rot in your baits. However, too much growth and you won’t 
get a lot of water flow to the baits.  

 
When transferring bait use a small bait crowder net and then use a bucket to transfer the bait from 

the pen to the boats bait tank. This method helps to avoid scale loss which essentially causes the baits to 
die from dehydration through the loss of their protective slime coat and scales. This same thing happens 
to mackerel if you are careless and let a bait rub on the side of the tank while shaking it off the hook or 
put a bait in the tank that hit the deck before you put it in the tank.   

 
 One thing about keeping baits in a pen, you have to feed them. Feeding the bait twice a week 
really keeps them happy so does removing any dead decaying baits from the tank that cause a reduction 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.senortuna.com%2Fpics%2Fdata%2F500%2FIMG_27811.JPG&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsenortuna.com%2Fmain%2Fshowthread.php%3Ft%3D25801&docid=Y1PMo9hwwM-2TM&tbnid=_lG2TKyquRRcoM&w=640&h=480&ei=_eF6U5HqF4H8oASt44H4Ag&ved=0CAgQxiAwBg&iact=c
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.senortuna.com%2Fpics%2Fdata%2F500%2FIMG_27811.JPG&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsenortuna.com%2Fmain%2Fshowthread.php%3Ft%3D25801&docid=Y1PMo9hwwM-2TM&tbnid=_lG2TKyquRRcoM&w=640&h=480&ei=_eF6U5HqF4H8oASt44H4Ag&ved=0CAgQxiAwBg&iact=c
http://www.marlinmag.com/files/imagecache/enlarged_image/_images/201105/100-0311tips_bait.jpg
http://www.marlinmag.com/files/imagecache/enlarged_image/_images/201105/100-0311tips_bait.jpg
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in oxygen levels. Mackerel will eat in a receiver or bait tank but it takes a few days and then they will eat 
cut anchovy and the flakes. A little bit of frozen ground chum also is good protein too.  When penning 
baits for long periods of time, you're going to have to keep them well fed; if you don't, they are going to 
weaken and start nipping at each other.  
 
Finding Bait 
Anglers taking their skill to the next level keep detailed notes on the best bait-making areas up and 
down the coast. From Santa Barbara to San Diego, it’s a good idea to start writing down in a notebook 
the best bait spots for each harbor. These areas are a starting point for every trip. 
  
Without this information, you’re going to waste critical fishing hours trying to locate mackerel, while the 
locals are already hooked up. Whether this information is obtained through a network of friends or trial 
and error, your notes should include the general area, depth, and a couple backup spots. For example, a 
note in your logbook that when the marlin are up west, stay in Cat Harbor and the middle or east side of 
the anchorage in six to ten fathoms for the best greenies. At Newport Harbor, West Jetty, East Jetty, 
Number 1, and Blue Roof as my best bait areas (in order).  At Dana Point Harbor, the Red Whistle Buoy 
and the Barber Poles are the best spots. 
  
Eyes Tell the Story 
Once you’ve arrived at a likely bait-making area, take a look around for clues that will pinpoint your 
quarry. Often times live mackerel are harassing anchovies on the surface. This attracts pelicans, seals, 
and other bird life – a dead giveaway for a bait area. Anglers can often slide up on a spot with this 
condition and tank up very easily. 
  
In other areas we want to look for color breaks. I have noticed that if I set up on the clean side of the 
color break that is typically found that the mackerel like to feed along this edge, and the catching can be 
quick and easy.  You can also find bait on your meter. When looking for conditions above the water, you 
should also be watching your meter closely for schools under the boat with sonar, making the hunt even 
more effective. 
 Time of Day 
Early mornings and evenings can be your best times to catch bait. I like fishing in the dark with my 
underwater lights on. It’s a magnet for mackerel and seems to get the job done quickly. The early 
afternoons can also be prime time. Many weekends in the summer, I will head out after work on a 
Thursday or Friday and tank up at sunset. Bait just seems to bite best under low light conditions. Plan 
accordingly. 
  
Chumming 
Write this down: Buy cases of seafood-flavored cat food and store it on your boat for chumming up 
mackerel. I prefer the cans with the pull-off top. While all flavors work, the seafood blends work best.  
  
If the visual signs are not there, simply setting up on one of your bait spots and throwing a steady 
stream of cat food has worked for us many times. Actually, it’s so effective that this is typically my first 
order of business. Stop on the spot and throw chum. Use steady spoonful of cat food – not big chunks. 
Let those little suckers come to you!  
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Get a 1 gallon ziplock bag and fill it 3/4 full with oatmeal and add 1 or 2 cans of cheap tuna fish and the 
oil too. Zip the bag up and mix it up really well. Find some marks or go by a bait receiver and just start 
chumming the water with it. Works like a charm.  

 
Depending on which harbor you are fishing out of you can usually find the mackerel just outside the 
harbor mouths near the marker buoys. Mackerel love these spots also and these spots are usually close 
to shore or on the way to the fishing grounds. If it’s dark put down a light. And start chumming.  Be 
patient, they will show up. Bring them up, hold them over the bait tank and unhook them without 
touching them, such as with a butter knife. It’s as simple as that! 

 
 
Rigging Up 
Some days they want to eat the paint off the transom, and, of course, other days the fishing can be 
scratchy at best. Mackerel are notorious for playing this game. 
  
The best way to catch mackerel is on a sabiki rig. Once you find the bait, designate one guy to unhook 
and count the mackerel while the rest of the crew goes to town catching baits on the sabikis. Getting a 
good bait count is crucial so you don't run out of bait once you start fishing. f you're set up correctly, you 
should get a bite every time you drop the sabiki rigs over.  Note: Some Sabiki Rigs are long, so you can 
cut them in half to make them more manageable.   
 
When they are tough to catch, one trick to get things going is to simply tie six- or eight-pound line to a 
number-six hook, bait up with a chunk of mackerel, a strip of squid or piece of anchovy, and lower the 
rig down with no weight and watch for a bite. Fresh meat on the hook makes all the difference in the 
world when the bite is a slow pick. Sure, you will get a few dumb ones on the lucky joe or sabiki rigs, but 
when the going gets tough, the single-hook rig with a strip of bait will work wonders. 
  
On slow pick days, I have noticed while fishing a sabiki rig that removing the weight, adding a bait strip, 
and just letting the flyline back into the current will work. When fishing bait strips, there is less jigging; 
just float the rig right under the surface. Furthermore, if somebody forgot to bring a bag of bait, I will 
sometimes sacrifice the first mackerel we catch for fresh meat on the hooks.  
  
Don't put a bleeding mackerel in a tank as it will pollute and stress out the whole tank full of baits and 
besides it will die from blood loss eventually anyway.  Instead, use this mackerel as chum or sweetener 
while catching bait. 
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Quality Bait 
Live macks are fragile baits. Do not touch them or bang them up against the bait tank. Once their 
protective slime coat is touched, infection leads to sickness, and these baits will contaminate the entire 
tank. Baits that fall onto the deck are thrown back. 
  
That barb on the hook will sometimes tear the mouth of the mackerel while trying to remove the sabiki 
hook, making your typical nose-hook rig quite difficult. What I like to do is pinch down the barb on your 
hook. That will prevent tearing the mouth of the mackerel when offloading bait into the tanks. As long 
as you keep pressure on the line, the barbless hook is clean and simple. 
  
If the bait fishing is good and you’re fishing the sabiki rig and catching two, three, or four baits on every 
drop, unless you wind up very slowly while the rig is loading up, you’re most likely to get a big tangled 
mess from the mackerel going in all directions. Here’s a very simple technique: once you hook the first 
bait, wind very, very slowly towards the surface – just enough pressure to keep the line tight and the rig 
moving up-wards. If rigs are fished this way, you can load up all hooks and will only very rarely get a 
tangle. 

 
IF you’re out on the water and need to transfer bait to another DAC Member, use the following 

technique.  It’s an easy way to make a bait transfer without having to pass a net or bucket back and 
forth. 

 

 
 
While many of the DAC Members have been using and maintaining a bait receiver, but I hope this 

helps many of the new members be ready and well prepared for the upcoming offshore season. 
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Get your 2014 DAC Gear! 
 

 

  
Dana Angling Club T-Shirts with front pocket w/ 
DAC Logo front and back. Available in White, 
Grey, Navy and Black:  
 Short Sleeve: Medium – XL: $15.00  
   XXL $18.00 
 Long Sleeve: Medium – XL: $20.00  
    XXL: $24.00 

Dana Angling Club Sweatshirts (Hooded or 
Crew) w/ DAC Logo front and back. Available in 
White, Grey, Navy and Black:  
 Hooded:  Medium – XL: $45.00  
   XXL $48.00 
 Crew:   Medium – XL: $35.00  
   XXL $38.00 
DAC Burgees: $25 

 
To order any DAC gear go to the website under DAC Clothing, post a 
request or email to: info@danaanglingclub.org 
 
 

 
 

From the 2014 Dana Angling Club Board of Directors:   
We thank you all for your participation during the 2013 Season. We look forward to 
seeing you all out on the water in 2014.  

 


